
March 11, 1999

Dockets Management Branch
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Drive
Rockville, MD 20857

To Whom It May Concern:

I am asking supporting a petition filed by Farm Sanctuary, non-profit organization, and Michael Baur, a
regular consumer of meat products, that calls for the explicit labeling of downed animals as adulterated,
thus prohibiting their transport and slaughter (refer to docket number 98P-O 15 l/CP 1). Due to horrendous
conditions on factory farms, many animals become too weak and sick to stand up or move under their own
strength. These “downed” animals are shackled, hoisted and dragged by the leg or neck, or pushed by
tractors and fork[ifts to the slaughterhouse. The helpless animals suffer broken bones, torn tendons and
lacerations from this inhumane handling. Studies reveal that most downed animals are fully conscious
during the process. All this so that companies can make a few extra dollars.

Recent research suggests that downed animals may harbor a variant of “mad cow” disease, and allowing
them to enter the nation’s food supply may jeopardize human health.

The Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act prohibits the interstate commerce of “adulterated,” or
“diseased,”, animals. Current USDA regulations define downed animals as “diseased.” Thus, the existing
regulatory framework requires they be eliminated from interstate commerce. Yet, downed animals
continue to be marketed, causing them immeasurable swffering.
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Gabrielle Ko ferl
W168 N1 1342 Stone Way /43
Germantown, WI 53022-5825
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